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soundbites
‘The Sweet Escape,’ Gwen Stefani 
(Interscope Records)

After trying to hate it for
weeks on end, even I had
to admit that “Hollaback
Girl” was one of the
greatest pop anthems —
if not the pop anthem —
of 2005. Unfortunately,
this follow-up effort has
less pop luster, and the weakest songs are bad
enough to make the listener wince. “Wind It Up” is
a rip-off of the Black Eyed Peas’ “My Humps,” but
considering Fergie’s abysmal “London Bridge”
sounds so much like “Hollaback Girl,” I’m going to
call it even. “Orange County Girl” is so weak lyrical-
ly and musically that you almost want to turn the
record off, but the next track “Early Winter” is an
instant winner. In fact, I’m going to predict that this
song, with its slow, singable melody and transcen-
dent chord progression, will almost immediately be
remixed by a trance DJ for the club scene. Still, you
might want to hold off on buying this one, as it’s
spotty at best.

‘Live At the Fillmore East,’ Neil Young & Crazy Horse
(Reprise/Wea)

Well, it’s about gosh darn
time, Neil. Good thing
your performance —
preserved and archived
in some barn on your
property for these past
three-plus decades —
was worth immortaliz-
ing. You’re not always in tune, but hey, you’re Neil
Young, so what do we care? Those 12 gorgeous
minutes of “Down By the River” and an even longer
version of “Cowgirl In the Sand” are worth buying
all by themselves, but the other tunes also are
great (“Winterlong,” “Everybody Knows This is
Nowhere,” “Wonderin’” and “Come On Baby Let’s
Go Downtown”). Digital technology has made the
magic of this 1970 performance — with the origi-
nal Crazy Horse lineup — auditory even today. You
know what? I’m glad you waited to give it to us.

‘The Return of the Golden Rhodes,’ The Baldwin Brothers
(TVT Records)

In the world of alterna-
tive dance music/acid
jazz, it’s easy to go from
enjoyable groove to
obnoxious cheese. There
are actually entire class-
es of Berklee students
graduating with no idea
where the line on this issue lies, and we see the
devastating results in a lot of jam and groove
bands. Luckily, The BBs aren’t one of those over-
wrought bands — or in any way related to
Hollywood’s puffy-faced group of Baldwin bros. The
Chicago group’s new record, while at times remi-
niscent of mindless video game ambiance, delivers
tasteful, forward-moving tracks. Add several excel-
lent cameos (Mark Lanegan of Screaming Trees,
Lisa Kekuala of Basement Jaxx and the Train from
Lo Fidelity Allstars) and you’ve got a handful of
worthy progressive dance cuts.

— Ben Johnson, AWE music writer

“Come on campers, let’s do this!” he yells at his
imaginary friends.

Butch and Bellie are, in a word, hilarious. And
their music — a sort of flamboyant tit-for-tat style
of rap that hits the stage at Pianos on Saturday —
is more than hilarious. It’s lyrically smart, dramat-
ically captivating and, most importantly, catchy as
hell. Think The Beastie Boys’ “Paul’s Boutique,”
but cruising for dudes instead of girls.

“Our personas are very sexy, very interesting,
very dynamic, charming and well worked-out,”
says Bellie, trying not to laugh at his own perform-
ance. “I go to the gym ... I-go-to-the-gym. A lot.”

“I would say we cultivate a persona very much
based on our friendship, which is silly, over the
top, based on just having fun and being fun and
silly,” says Butch.

While the friendship goes way back, Butch and
Bellie are relatively new in the lives of Fetting-
Smith and Sirkin. The young men didn’t even start
performing or writing their own raps until making
a New Year’s resolution to do so in 2005, after
they’d moved to New York with bachelor’s de-
grees from Oberlin College and University of
Pennsylvania.

“I was working the reception desk at Mirimax
Films and I was very bored,” says Butch, “so I
would make up these raps, call Alex and be like
‘Listen to this.’”

Bellie really liked what his friend was coming
up with, so they started asking acquaintances for
help with the music. It wasn’t long before the duo
had a set of fresh beats and music to start rapping
over. With some commitment and collaboration,
Butch and Bellie have gained a small but devoted
live show fan base.

People seem drawn to them first and foremost
because they are just plain fun to watch. Both
young men are extremely charismatic — prone to
stopping their set to tell a risqué story or fly
through a handful of over-the-top impressions.

“There’s totally a big part of Butch that’s Conor
and a big part of Alex is Bellie, and I have a little
Heidi Ho in me as well,” says Morgan McGowan,
aka Heidi Ho, a longtime friend of Butch who
sings the Mary J. Blige-like hooks on several B and
B songs.

Another big part of what makes Butch and Bel-
lie worth checking out is the fact that they are
breaking the mold in what is arguably American
music’s most homophobic genre. Currently, a lot
of rap music has derogatory descriptions of gay
life in spades, often using gayness as an insult.
Butch, 24, and Bellie, 25, recognize that, but argue
that this isn’t how rap should work.

“I think that rap did not start out like this. It got

spun in that way and a lot of the reason it got spun
in that way is because of record companies and
marketing,” says Butch. “And it’s absurd that now
people, kids think of rap like ... you’ve got to talk
like this, and you’ve got to dress like this, and
you’ve got to drive this car, and you’ve got to have
a Motorola. It’s ridiculous.”

Sirkin — who’s quick to point out that Butch
and Bellie weren’t the first gay rappers around by
any means — agrees with his partner in rhyme.

“Originally, rap wasn’t
about everyone being
the same way. Rap was
about telling your own
story of where you were
from and what life is
like for you,” he says.
“For us, that form of ex-
pression makes a lot of
sense, because we are a
minority, and a lot of
people maybe don’t
know what it is like
to be a gay man
in New York.
So we’re try-
ing to tell
stories
about
that and
have fun
with it, you
know?”

While being
gay is certain-
ly part of

Butch and Bellie’s inspiration, it doesn’t
translate into an exclusive niche. As
the duo continues to record a CD that
is slated to come out in the next few
months, their biggest goal is to
rock the party.

“Our thing has always been
for everybody to be involved.
It’s never been ‘We’re a gay rap
group,’” says Bellie. “We have
straight fans, we have gay fans,
whatever. We’re about getting
people to dance, getting people
to have a good time and none of
this exclusive guest list, elitist
type (expletive). I think we both
feel pretty strongly about that.”

Contact AWE music writer Ben
Johnson at bjohnson@siadvance.com.

Butch and Bellie

When
9 p.m. Saturday

Where
Pianos, 158 Ludlow St., Manhattan

How much
Cover is $10

More information
Visit pianosnyc.com,
myspace.com/butchampbellie

BellieButch utch and Bellie got started where you’d expect any extremely

talented homosexual rap duo to get started.

“Camp. We first got to be friends at camp,” says Conor Fet-

ting-Smith, aka Butch. “And lemme tell you, I knew Alex was

gay straight off. He was always winning awards. Best camper,

best camp spirit, best in the talent show — he was always get-

ting everyone together and organizing them.”

At this cue, Alex Sirkin — he’s Bellie — launches into an im-

pression of himself at 9 years old, corralling a bunch of make-be-

lieve campers into a color-coded manifestation of team spirit.BB Y  B E N  J O H N S O N

These loud & proud rappers 
fight for your right to party in NYC

“We have straight
fans, we have gay
fans, whatever.
We’re about getting
people to dance,
getting people to
have a good time
and none of this
exclusive guest list,
elitist type
(expletive).” 

— Alex Sirkin, aka Bellie

Butch (Connor
Fetting-Smith) and
Bellie (Alex Sirkin).
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Morgan McGowen (Heidi Ho).
Get Marooned
Read Ben Johnson’s blog at silive.com/AWE 



Butch & Bellie
By Shanon Kelley
Everyone meet Butch & Bellie -- my 
favorite gay rappers of all time, soon 
to be your favorites as well. Not 
only is their old school / Will Smith 
"French Prince" era rap style 
incredibly infectious and fun, but 
they're gay! And white! Plus, 
they're self-proclaimed "Pitchfork 
0's, lifetime heroes," which is just 
too good to pass up. Take that 
Pitchfork! Butch & Bellie are ironic 
and fabulous and I just can't get 
enough.
Wouldn't it be incredible if they were adored by not just the hipsters and 
tastemakers of Brooklyn and New York but by middle America white suburban 
teens as well? I have this dream, ladies and gentleman, let's make it a 
reality. Start by going to see them tomorrow night at Sin-e on Attorney at 
Stanton in the Lower East Side. It's gonna sweet!

GIVE A SHOUT TO WORD UP! wordup@papermag.com



Gay Rappers Butch & Bellie Live At Sin-e
By Shanon Kelley
Last Friday I told you all to go see Butch & Bellie, the gay rap duo, perform on 
Saturday night at the Lower East Side's Sin-e. For those of you that heeded my 
advice - hoorah! It was a spectacularly stunning performance. Butch wore a 
pink velour jump suit with Timbalands and an animal stole. Bellie wore a white 
running suit and a crazy 80s base ball cap paired with some Nikes. It was my 
first time seeing them and I'll admit I was impressed. Their ironic rap is a breath 
of fresh air compared to all of the "serious" bands out there (ie bands that take 
themselves too seriously). And seeing gay men rap is, well, pretty 
awesome! They have a song called "Technology" in which they make the 
audience chant out "i-Pod" and "Black-berry" over and over. Another song of 
theirs has a chorus that goes: 

"Send your wife home
I wanna bone
You's a fag
And I wanna t-bag"

Another good one is a personal heart-breaking love story about a boy named 
Carlos (all tongue-in-cheek, of course). In other words, this band is a must-
see. Their next show is December 16th at Piano's. GO SEE THEM! 

Comments
I think he looks hot in the pink velour!!! Minus the stole of course since MM is a 
cruelty free cutie!!!

Posted at 9:52 a.m. ET on Dec 05, 2006 by Mr Mickey
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Butch & Bellie  

Do you hear that? In the distance... no? 

It's the sound of one hand  clapping for 

Brooklyn's new hott rap bitches Butch 

& Bellie. Soon it'll  be two hands 

clapping like this: clap clap yay yay! 

Then, before you know it, they'll be the 

toast of the town making everyone get 

down and turning frowns upside down. 

Yo, believe me when I say that. The buzz 

just recently got going with them playing 

Beg Yr Pardon #11 and getting 

featured on Junk Magazine's site  but you already knew about 

them because of those things, right? No? Okay, fine then. Allow me to 

introduce Butch & Bellie. 

 

On their MySpace page Butch & Bellie explain: "we are an  extremely 

talented homosexual rap duo - raised in the oppressive suburban 

enclaves in close proximity to the metropolitan areas known as 

BALTIMORE and BOSTON." That's perfect. What better 

environment than oppressive suburban  enclaves to foster the growth 

of musical minds? What better inspiration for the spitting of 

venomous rhymes? In a genre where lifestyle, beats, and fashion have 

become boringly predictable, what better way to give underground 

hip hop a little bite on the cheek than with a couple of openly gay 

MCs? 

 

It seems I can't stop asking questions, and all you want are answers. 

Fine. Butch & Bellie kick it old school with a new school flair. They've 

A B O U T  

"Don't you realize? The next time 
you see sky, it'll be over another 
town. The next time you take a test, 
it'll be in some other school. Our 
parents, they want the best of stuff 
for us...but right now, they got to do 
what's right for them, because it's 
their time. Their time, up there. 
Down here, it's our time! It's our 
time down HERE!" 

C O N T R I B U T O R S  

Matt  

Mike  
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obviously absorbed  the work of early Beastie Boys, Del tha Funkee 

Homosapien, and Slick Rick and they know the importance of fixing 

their rhymes and beats up all perfectly so as to inspire smiles and 

dancing. My guess is that's exactly what'll happen to you wherever 

you are when you kick out their jams "Prayer Warrior" and "Butch 

and Bellie". Instant partyfuntime. And, can I just mention that I 

LOVE the "whoa" reaction from Butch (I think) right after the first 

"Have A Cigar" sample kicks in in "Prayer Warrior"? Yes, okay I 

mentioned it. That's all. Listen, enjoy, see them live. 

 

Listen: 

"Prayer Warrior" 

"Butch and Bellie"  

 

Visit Butch & Bellie on MySpace 

 

See Butch & Bellie live: 

2 December 2006 @ Sin-é 

16 December 2006 @ Pianos

POSTED BY MATT AT 2:58 PM      
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lil chunk said...  

DOPE 

5:15 PM    

Anonymous said...  

sbout time someone posted about butch and bellie 

6:36 PM    

tina said...  

Were you at the BYP???! I didn't see you! They were fucking 

awesome. I can't believe they got the audience to get down on their 

knees! 

7:44 PM    

Matt said...  

no no, if I was there you'd mos definitely have seen me. dancing and 

E A R  F A R M  H O S T S  M P 3 S  I N  
H O P E S  O F  H E L P I N G  O T H E R S  
D I S C O V E R  G R E A T  M U S I C .  
T H E S E  S O N G S  A R E  A V A I L B L E  
O N L I N E  F O R  A  L I M I T E D  T I M E  
B E F O R E  T H E Y  A R E  R E M O V E D .  
I F  Y O U  A R E  A N  A R T I S T  ( O R  
R E P R E S E N T  A N  A R T I S T )  
B E I N G  F E A T U R E D  O N  T H I S  
S I T E  A N D  W A N T  E A R  F A R M  T O  
R E M O V E  Y O U R  S O N G ( S ) ,  S E N D  
M E  A N  E M A I L  A N D  I T  ( T H E Y )  
W I L L  B E  R E M O V E D  F R O M  T H E  
S E R V E R  I M M E D I A T E L Y .  Y O U  
C A N  F I N D  C O N T A C T  I N F O .  B Y  
C L I C K I N G  O N  ' V I E W  M Y  
C O M P L E T E  P R O F I L E '  A B O V E .  
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Grab Butch and Bellie's "Prayer Warrior" and 
"Butch and Bellie," from their forthcoming EP. 
Their MySpace defines them as "an extremely 
talented homosexual rap duo raised in the 
oppressive suburban enclaves in close 
proximity to the metropolitan areas known as 
Baltimore and Boston." "Prayer Warrior" 
plays like the gay Beastie Boys remixed by 
Basement Jaxx in Jay-Z's living room.




